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Theorem. Among all curves of a given

length, the circle encloses the greatest
area.

Proof. For any curve that is not a circle,
there is a method (given by Steiner) by
which one finds a curve that encloses
greater area. Therefore the circle has the
greatest area. [
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Theorem. Among all positive integers,
the integer 1 is the largest.

Proof. For any integer that is not 1, there
is a method (to take the square) by which
one finds a larger positive integer. There-
fore 1 is the largest integer. |
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